XVIII

LAST   YEARS   AND   DEATH
1899   TO   1910

THE completion of The Miracle of Sacred Fire had set him
free, despite his impaired sight, to advance those pictures
which had already been begun but were still unfinished,
one of which was a replica of The Light of the World.
It has already been seen how near to destruction the
original painting had come as a result of the injudicious
hanging of it near some hot-water pipes. This had
alarmed the painter not a little, and constituted one of the
reasons for his decision to undertake a second painting, lest
some further misfortune might result in its entire destruc-
tion. Other reasons were his disappointment that a charge
of sixpence was being made to those of the public who wished
to see it, and his dissatisfaction with an error of proportion,
which, as a young man, he had allowed himself to fall into.
It was but natural that the painter of such a picture should
wish it to be accessible to rich and poor alike; and, upon the
completion of the replica, he was deeply gratified when the
purchaser, The Right Honourable Charles Booth, decided
that it should be exhibited in the colonies and eventually
presented to St. Paul's Cathedral, where it now hangs in the
south aisle so that the public can see it without payment and
unattended.

In 1904, after the completion of the replica, we find his
correspondence bearing the new address of 18, Melbury
Road, Kensington, whither he had lately removed and where
ie found himself at no great distance from Little Holland
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